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Using Quotations Effectively in Research Essays

Generally, you should use the same criteria in selecting material to quote in a research paper as you do for all essays.  That is, you should quote when the precise wording of a passage from a critic is important to your argument, when a statement of fact or historical significance is of particular value to your own analysis, or when you engage somebody else’s ideas or interpretations as a way to advance your own argument.  In the latter case, you may not be quoting the critic’s words directly, but you would still want to indicate that the idea or information comes from another person’s work.

Examples

As Seamus Deane points out, Catholic social and political action is usually derogated as “irrational” in many historical and political analyses of Irish culture (36).

· Here, the critic makes this point over the span of a few paragraphs, and we have chosen to paraphrase his remarks in order to use secondary material as efficiently as possible.

According to Reed, Victorian marriages “were the result of some interested motive other than love” (105).  Wilde explores such motives in his characterization of Lady Bracknell.

· We are choosing to quote here for two reasons:

1. Reed’s statement offers some insight into the history of Victorian marriage and the values associated with it. 

2. The specific phrase “interested motives” is a strong one that we wish to pick up on in our following sentence.

Exercises

While she has no trouble enjoying the wealth to which she did not contribute, Lady Bracknell expects those who wish to become part of her family to already be wealthy: “The play is clearly poking fun at Lady Bracknell’s double standards” (Bristow 214).  “The upper classes were not expected to concern themselves with finance.  Jobs, wages, income -- these were the obsessions of the middle-class employers and working people, not the idle rich” (Bristow 214), however, to Lady Bracknell these are vital concerns. 

· Over-quoting and stringing quotations together.

· The first sentence is fine as it stands, but should not be followed immediately by another quotation.  However, if the writer wishes to make both points, then the sentence should be revised.  Can we rewrite the sentence using only Bristow’s phrase “double standards”?

· The order of the main clause and the quotation in the second sentence should be reversed.  We need to use quotations to support our arguments, and they are most effective when they follow the point that they support.

“Stern in her propriety, Lady Bracknell makes a striking impact” (Bristow 206) and demonstrates the obligations class places on behaviour.

· The quoted passage really offers nothing specific about class and its impact on behaviour.  Here the quotation is overly generally and should be deleted.

Lady Bracknell’s persistent reversal of values and roles is “significant, and count among the many inversions of conventional behaviour to be found in the play” (Bristow 207).

· Quotations need to be grammatically consistent with your sentence.  Here we have had to change “count” to “counts” in order to render the sentence grammatically correct.

